GRAMMY AWARD-WINNING OPERA DIVA RENEÉ FLEMING 

PERFORMS UNDER THE STARS AT 

THE 8th TUSCAN SUN FESTIVAL

‘Festival of Song’ to feature acclaimed sopranos

31 July – 5 August, 2010

Cortona, Italy

The Tuscan Sun Festival launches its 8th season with a musical programme that boasts some of the world’s most distinguished artists.  GRAMMY award-winning diva soprano, Reneé Fleming, appears under the stars in Piazza Signorelli, in the very heart of Cortona, for an evening of beautiful arias, together with the Orchestra del Festival Puccini, led by Alberto Veronesi and including the participation of the young composer and conductor Anthony Arcaini.  Violin superstar, Joshua Bell returns to the Festival with his long-time collaborator, Gramophone award-winning cellist, Steven Isserlis.  The Festival opens with an opera gala, featuring the winner of the BBC Cardiff Singer of the World, Russian soprano Ekaterina Scherbachenko, together with tenor Marcello Giordani, supported by the Orchestra della Toscana, making 2010 Tuscan Sun Festival, the ‘Festival of Song’.

In addition to the major outdoor concerts, the Tuscan Sun Festival’s musical programme offers smaller concerts in the Teatro Signorelli, an intimate performing space in Cortona.  Such diverse and memorable venues highlight the talents of the performers while enhancing the full cultural experience of the audience. 

Known for celebrating the arts through the five senses, the evening’s musical programme is balanced with daytime events including cooking demonstrations, cheese-making, art workshops, historic walking tours, discussions and readings with literary figures, tai chi, wellness talks and demonstrations, art exhibitions, wine tastings, film screenings and lunches.  New to the programme this year will be dance exercise sessions with a Latin feel.  

Festival Co-Founder Frances Mayes will present her latest book by reading excerpts from “Every Day in Tuscany; Seasons of an Italian Life”, released in March,.

Tickets for the Tuscan Sun Festival go on sale in April.

The Tuscan Sun Festival is the original within the family of Sun Festivals produced by IMG Artists.  The annual Festival del Sole – Napa Valley takes place in July in California’s beautiful Napa Valley and the annual Singapore Sun Festival takes place in October in locations ranging from the historical and intimate Arts House at The Old Parliament, the lush tropical setting of Spa Botanica, the picturesque promenade along the Singapore River, the stunning Esplanade - Theatres on the Bay and the alluring IndoChine Empress Place by the Waterfront.
#   #   #

For ticket information, see www.tuscansunfestival.com.

For international press queries, contact:  Tristen Hennigs, IMG Artists, thennigs@imgartists.com, +44 (0) 20 7957 5891
